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SUBJECT: TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES BY LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION SNEDDEN 

1. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, BILLY SNEDDEN, TALKED 
CONFIDENTIALLY WITH ME THIS NOON REGARDING HIS PROPOSED 
TRIP TO WASHINGTON ABOUT JUNE 1 1-14. AS LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION, HE WOULD, OR COURSE, LIKE TO SEE PRESIDENT 
NIXON. I TOLD HIM THIS WOULD BE HIGHLY UNLIKELY, BUT 

I WOULD TRANSMIT HIS REQUEST. HE RECOGNIZES THE DIFFICULTY 
OF SEEING THE PRESIDENT BEFORE PRIME MINITER WHITLAM SEES 
HIM AND ALSO THE IMPLICATIONS OF SEEING THE PRESIDENT 
IF WHITLAM IS NOT INVITED TO SEE HIM IN AUGUST. 

2. SNEDDEN IS EXPECIALLY EAGER TO HAVE A WARM WELCOME BY 
SECRETARY ROGERS, KISSINGER AND SCHULTZ. HE FEELS IT WOULD 
BE BETER NOT TO VISIT WASHINGTON UNLESS HE CAN HAVE A 
WARM RECEPTION, ESPECIALLY ON WHICH MIGHT LEAVE OPEN 

THE PROBABILITY OF SEEING THE PRESIDENT ON A SUBSEQUENT 
VISIT. 

3. HIS DATES ARE FLEXIBLE WITHIN THE LIMITS OF JUNE 10 
TO ABOUT THE THIRD WEEK IN AUGUST WHEN PARLIAMENT 
RECONVENES. HE ALSO PLANS TO VISIT LONDON ON THIS 
TRIP. IF WHITLAM SEES THE PRESIDENT IN AUGUST, SNEDDEN 
OBVIOUSLY WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO FOLLOW HIM AT A LATER DATE 
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IN AUGUST. WHITLAM ALLOWS OPPOSITION LEADER ONLY ONE TRIP 
A YEAR. 

4. SNEDDEN IS ESPECIALLY APPREHENSIVE THAT PRIME MINISTER 
WHITLAM WOULD PLAY UP A VISIT WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AS " A 
COMPLETE RESTORATION OF HIS GOOD RELATIONS WITH AMERICA 
WHICH, OF COURSE, IT WOULD NOT BE." HE BELIEVES WHITLAM 
IS EAGER TO PUT THE OPPOSITION LEADER IN POSITION OF BEING 
SNUBBED IN WASHINGTON. THIS, HE SAYS, WOULD BE " TRUMPTED" 
BY THE LABOR PARTY AND WOULD BE VERY DAMAGING POLITICALLY. 
HE POINTS OUT THAT HE HAS BEEN " DEFENDING THE AUSTRALIAN" 
AMERICAN ALIANCE WHILE IT HAS BEEN UNDER ATTACK BY THE 
LABOR PARTY." IF HE RECEIVED A LUKEWARM RECEPTION IN 
WASHINGTON, IT WOULD HAVE A DEVASTATING EFFECT ON THE 
AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC AND WOULD CREATE POLITICAL CAPITAL FOR THE 
LABOR PARTY. 

RICE 
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